
A Poor Wayfaring Man of Grief 
 

Composer: Reverend George Coles 

Lyricist: James Montgomery 

 

This hymn is famous from Church history as the song that John Taylor sang shortly before the martyrdom on 

June 27, 1844. This is John Taylor’s account, from the day he sang this song in Carthage Jail: 

 

We all of us felt unusually dull and languid, with a remarkable depression of spirits. In consonance with 

those feelings I sang a song, that had lately been introduced into Nauvoo, entitled, A Poor Wayfaring 

Man of Grief, etc. The song is pathetic, and the tune quite plaintive, and was very much in accordance 

with our feelings at the time for our spirits were all depressed, dull and gloomy and surcharged with 

indefinite ominous forebodings. After a lapse of some time, Brother Hyrum requested me again to sing 

that song. I replied, “Brother Hyrum, I do not feel like singing;” when he remarked, “Oh, never mind; 

commence singing, and you will get the spirit of it.” 

 

Shortly after the singing, the jail was attacked and the Prophet and Patriarch were killed. 

 

It is understandable that John Taylor may not have been particularly fond of this song; however, in 1887, when 

the Church Music Committee was preparing a new hymnbook for the Church (The Latter-day Saints’ 

Psalmody), Ebeneezer Beesley came to President Taylor and asked him to sing A Poor Wayfaring Man of 

Grief, as he remembered it from over forty years previous. President Taylor sang it, Brother Beesley wrote it 

down, and then he proceeded to write his own, altered version of the tune, which is called DUANE STREET. 

That is the version of this hymn that we sing today. It sounds similar to John Taylor’s version, but there are 

obvious differences. 

 

Brother Beesley’s handwritten copy of John Taylor’s original tune was lost until 2008, when it was 

rediscovered and published by historian Jeffrey N. Walker. I was not particularly pleased with Brother Walker’s 

harmonization of the original tune, so I re-worked it to sound more traditional, in line with various other 

versions of the shape-note tune DUANE STREET. 

 

- Kurt Kammeyer  

 

 
 



 


