
AN ANGEL FROM ON HIGH 

By 

Parley P. Pratt 

 

In August of 1830, as a young lay preacher, Parley P. Pratt was traveling from Ohio to eastern New York. At 

Newark, along the Erie Canal, he left the boat and walked ten miles into the country where he met a Baptist 

deacon by the name of Hamlin, who told him “of a book, a STRANGE BOOK, a VERY STRANGE BOOK!” 

This book, he said, purported to have been originally written on plates either of gold or brass, by a branch of the 

tribes of Israel; and to have been discovered and translated by a young man near Palmyra, in the State of New 

York, by the aid of visions, or the ministry of angels.  

 

Parley said in his autobiography,  

 

“I inquired of him how or where the book was to be obtained. He promised me the perusal of it, at his 

house the next day. … Next morning I called at his house, where, for the first time, my eyes beheld the 

‘Book of Mormon – that book of books … which was the principal means, in the hands of God, of 

directing the entire course of my future life.” 

  

Some years later, Parley P. Pratt wrote this poem about one of the authors of that book, named Moroni, whose 

angelic mission was foretold in the Book of Revelation chapter14:6-7 

 

6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them 

that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 

 

7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and 

worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

 

“An Angel From on High” first appeared with music in an obscure Latter-day Saint hymnal in 1844. This 

hymnal, titled  A Collection of Sacred Hymns, For the Use of the Latter Day Saints , was published by  G. B. 

Gardner and Jesse Little in Vermont in 1844. Only the tenor and bass lines were included, but it was apparent 

that this tune was once a full three or four-part shape-note hymn known as a “fuguing tune”.  

 

In fuguing tunes, the first line is sung by all the parts in harmony, while the second line is a “fugue”, where each 

part enters in turn like a round. Based on the remaining tenor and bass lines, recreating the missing alto and 

soprano parts was a fairly straightforward process. What you will hear here therefore, is a reconstruction of “An 

Angel From on High”, as Brother Parley originally intended it to be sung. 

 

- Kurt Kammeyer 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

1 An angel from on high, 

The long, long silence broke; 

Descending from the sky, 

These gracious words he spoke: 

Lo! In Cumorah’s lonely hill, 

A sacred record lies concealed. 

 

2  Seal’d by Moroni’s hand, 

It has for ages slept, 

To wait the Lord’s command, 

From dust again to speak; 

It shall come forth to light again, 

To usher in Messiah’s reign. 

 

3  It speaks of Joseph’s seed, 

And makes the remnant known - 

Of nations long since dead, 

Who once had dwelt alone; 

The fulness of the gospel, too, 

Its pages will reveal to view. 

 

4  The time is now fulfilled - 

The long expected day - 

Let earth obedient yield, 

And darkness flee away: 

Open the seals and wide unfurl 

Its light and glory to the world. 

 

5  Lo! Israel, fill’d with joy, 

Shall now be gathered home; 

Their wealth and means employ, 

To build Jerusalem: 

While Zion shall arise and shine, 

And fill the earth with truth divine. 
 

 

 

 


