
Awake! For the Morning is Come 

Arranged by Kurt Kammeyer, from the 1835 LDS Hymnal 

 

Author: Unknown 

Composer: Thomas Thorley or Joseph Davis 

Hymn Tune: CHINESE HYMN 

Tune Source: The Sacred Cabinet, or Divine Repository (1814) 

 

This hymn was published in The Messenger and Advocate, v.1 #10, July 1835. W.W. Phelps indicated that it 

should be sung to the tune CHINESE CHANT, which is very likely this same tune. The meter of the lyrics (8 11 

10 11 8) is quite unique. The odd five-line verse structure suggests the use of a repeating refrain, which fits 

nicely with this particular tune. Only the first and last lines of each verse rhyme: come/home, King/sing, 

thee/free, rod/God. The poetic structure is very symmetric, almost chiastic in form.  

 

The use of the word “happify” is also unusual. There are only three instances recorded in Church history where 

this uniquely American word is used, and all of them are by Joseph Smith. The style and meter of this hymn is 

very unlike W. W. Phelps. Is it possible that the Prophet was actually the author of it?  

 

CHINESE HYMN is typical of the new style of parlor singing that was emerging in America in the early 1800s; 

unlike the rest of the 1835 LDS hymnal, it is most definitely not a shape-note hymn for congregational use. 

 

 

1 Awake! for the morning is come: 

Rejoice in the Lord, and trust in his mercy, 

And pray unto him, in meekness and love, 

For knowledge and health, and all his good blessings, 

To comfort and happify home. 

 

 

2 O Lord, thou good Shepherd and King - 

We want, through the day, to feed in thy pastures, 

And feast on thy bounteous goodness and grace: 

O lead us along the banks of still waters, 

To gladden our hearts and to sing.  

 

3 Lord turn all our hearts unto thee, 

To walk in the paths of virtue and wisdom, 

To live in the bonds of union and peace, 

And glorify thee on earth as in heaven: 

O keep us unspotted and free! 

 

4 O thou art the staff and the rod, 

On which we can lean in ev'ry condition; 

In youth and in age, or valley of death, 

For raiment and food, for joy and for comfort, 

So praise ye the Lord, who is God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 


