
Come Thou Glorious Day of Promise 
 

 

The earliest reference to this hymn text is from the Psalms of David, published in 1822. The hymn was later 

published in the Times and Seasons, Vol. 2 No. 14, May 15 1841, along with a treatise entitled “The Jews”, 

which has been attributed to Alexander Neibaur. This hymn also appears as number 50 in our current hymnal. 

 

Brother Neibaur had arrived in Nauvoo just a month previous, from England. He was one of the first Jewish 

persons to join the LDS Church. He was fluent in seven languages, and was a skilled dentist. While in Nauvoo, 

he established his dental practice and developed a close friendship with Joseph Smith, whom he helped study 

German and possibly Hebrew. Here is a portion of that article from the Times and Seasons: 

The Jews. 

Among the various nations which have flourished on the stage of life, there is none whose history is 
more interesting, or which ought to occupy the saints more, than that of the house of Israel. Descended 
from an ancient and honorable stock, and chosen by divine command, to be a peculiar people, distinct 
and separate from all others on the face of the earth, that they might keep the statutes and judgments of 
the Most High, and be a light and an example to all surrounding nations… 

…But it is not their mere gathering together, that awakens such interest in the bosom of the saint of 
God; but the glorious events which necessarily grow out of the same. We not only contemplate the 
ancient covenant people of the Lord, restored to happiness, and in the enjoyment of power, wealth, and 
immense influence, but the much more sublime and glorious spectacle of the glories of Heaven's King 
resting down upon them, the veil which has long shrouded them in darkness, for ever rent assunder, 
the spirit of grace and supplication poured out upon them, the Savior appearing in their midst, 
shewing his hands, his feet, and side, while twice ten thousand tongues, in one commingling strain and 
glorious exhaltation sing, "BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. 
HOSANNA, HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST, AMEN, AND AMEN." 

The lyrics of the hymn immediately followed the article. 

 

The Tune, SABBATH MORNING, was a popular shape-note melody written around 1847.  

 

I have slightly altered the order of the fourth verse, since otherwise it would be unsingable.  The final “Praise” 

must be held out for two full measures in order to match up metrically with the notes. 

 

- Kurt Kammeyer 



 
 

 

Come thou glorious day of promise, 

Come and spread thy cheerful ray 

When the scattered sheep of Israel 

Shall no longer go astray; 

When Hosannas 

When Hosannas  

With united voice they cry. 

 

Lord, how long wilt thou be angry? 

Shall thy wrath for ever burn? 

Rise, redeem thine ancient people, 

Their transgressions from them turn. 

King of Israel 

King of Israel 

Come and set thy people free. 

 

 

O that soon thou would'st to Jacob 

Thine enliv'ning spirit send; 

Of their unbelief and misery 

Make, O Lord, a speedy end. 

Lord, Messiah, 

Lord, Messiah, 

Prince of Peace, o'er Israel reign. 

 

Glory, honour, praise and power, 

Be unto the Lamb for ever; 

Jesus Christ is our Redeemer, 

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord. 

Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! 

Praise ye the Lord! 

 

 

 


