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The Spirit of God 
 

 
 
The Spirit of God is one of the most beloved of all Latter-day Saint hymns. It was sung at the dedication of the Kirtland 
Temple on March 27th, 1836 – but not to the tune we sing today, which first appeared in 1844.  
 
The text of The Spirit of God was first published in the Messenger and Advocate in January 1836, where the tune THE 
AMERICAN STAR was specified by WW Phelps.  This tune does not really fit the spirit of this great hymn text, which is 
probably why WW Phelps changed the tune to HOSANNAH shortly before the dedication of the Kirtland Temple.   
 
The original words to THE AMERICAN STAR, by John McCreery, are as follows: 
 

The spirits of Washington, Warren, Montgomery,   To us the high boon, by the gods has been granted, 
Look down from the clouds with bright aspect serene.  To spread the glad tidings of liberty far. 
Come, soldiers, a tear and a toast to their memory,  Let millions invade us, we’ll meet them undaunted, 
Rejoicing they’ll see us as they once have been.   And conquer or die by the American Star. 

 
Phelps was quite good at paraphrasing other people’s hymn texts, and we can clearly see from this text just where he got 
his inspiration for The Spirit of God. 
 
The Spirit of God was printed, almost as an afterthought, as the very last hymn in the 1835 hymnal, A Collection of 
Sacred Hymns, for the Church of the Latter-day Saints. 
 
What did the HOSANNAH version of The Spirit of God sound like? After several years of fruitless searching, I finally 
found a hymn tune from the 1820s named HOSANNAH, with the same unusual meter as The Spirit of God.  It was 
printed in the Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, published in 1820. Since this is the only known HOSANNAH tune in 
this meter from this era, there is a very good chance that this is the tune the Saints sang at the Kirtland Temple dedication 
in 1836. It is a rather solemn, contemplative tune – quite unlike the upbeat march tune that we sing this hymn to today. 
 
This arrangement of The Spirit of God combines two similar hymn tunes: HOSANNAH, and PROTECTION, which was 
another popular shape-note tune from that era. 
 
Kurt F. Kammeyer 
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